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Your connection to the creative side of Topeka

NOTES FROM THE PRESIDENT by Marie Plinsky

I hope all our members had a wonderful holiday and are ready to blast into 
the new year. We have some great new things coming up.

The Board just got the final totals of Kansans Paint Kansas. We are proud to 
say we doubled our profit from last year. I can't wait to see what the total will 
be in 2016 when TAG turns 100 years old. 

Cynthia Stotlar has put together a marvelous team for the Paint Pink event. 
TAG is partnering with the Marian Clinic in this event. The Marian Clinic 
expects to have 20,500 patient visits this year. Our donated funds will be used 
to purchase medication, transportation, dental and medical appointments for 
their clients. Marian Clinic is excited to help us show off our beautiful art in an 
effort to help both of us. 
Paint Pink has turned into TAG helping others. We chose Marian Clinic to 
keep the funds raised by local artist in Topeka/Shawnee County to help the 
medically uninsured and under insured. All sales from Paint Pink will be 
distributed as follows: artist - 50%, TAG - 25%, and Marian Clinic - 25%. 
This is different than our normal pay system, but that is what fund raising is all 
about, raising funds. This will be for the two months of February and March. 

Marian Clinic will advertise these events in their newsletter, e-mail list and 
mailing lists. This should bring many new shoppers to TAG. There will be an 

invitation only Sneak Peak on February 4th, First Friday on February 5 and First Friday on March 5 . 
Get ready because  this will be bigger than Kansans Paint Kansas. We will need several helpers to 
staff during the receptions, please call Dorethy Hancock or Cynthia Stotlar and get your choice of time 
to work. 

JANUARY ARTIST OF THE MONTH – CHARLES BENTON
Truth be told, I really wanted to express my creativity through drawing and painting. I remember the 
ads to "draw this" and send it in to see if you had the talent for an correspondence art class. I could 
copy what someone else had drawn if given enough time, but my six year old grandson can draw 
better now than I ever could or will. 

After reviewing pictures of our first vacation through the Rocky Mountain states and the southwest I 
discovered that I could express myself creatively through the medium of photography. I began to pour 
through photography magazines and got my first 35mm camera.

Sometime around 1978 I purchased a book by Freeman Patterson, Photography for the Joy of It. I 
later added his other books to my collection: Photography and the Art of Seeing and Photography of 
Natural Things and over 25 years later these three taken together comprise my photography bible. I 
learned from his books how to "make pictures" not just "take" pictures. In that first book he wrote, "You 
become involved with what you're photographing, and because you're involved, you think a lot about 
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what you're doing. You want to express the subject and your feelings about it accurately. So you care 
about your workmanship. Caring and joy go together. In photography as in anything else, you'll seldom 
find one without the other."

Patterson taught me to simplify, to look closely, to see things in a different way (what he calls "thinking 
sideways"). And so, included among the pictures I've made are a picture of salt patterns on the garage 
floor left after melted snow evaporated, and pictures of patterns in pond ice.

The first thing for me is to make pictures that I like. Sometimes that desire gets in the way of making 
pictures that are possibly more marketable. Sure, it's always nice when someone likes a picture I've 
made but what really gives me the greatest joy is to make a picture that excites me.

WORKSHOPS
Dorothy Foster "All Mediums Still Life II"
Jan. 8, 9 & 10 (Fri., Sat. & Sun) 9 to 5, Members $75 and Non-members $95.
Dorothy taught a still life workshop last year and was a delight to learn from. She requests that 
registrants provide their own items for still life arrangement. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & REMINDERS

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS
Johanna Hanks is undergoing treatments for cancer. Please keep her in your thoughts and prayers.

MEMBERSHIPS DUE

Please remember that your 2010 memberships are due. Please mail into the gallery or stop by the 
gallery to pay these as soon as possible!

STAFFING CALENDAR

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=3733847&id=120336322817
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=3856490&id=120336322817


The email and Calendar on our Yahoo site is available for any member to look at read and to check 
their scheduled times to staff. We ask that no one deletes anything. Dorothy Foster is the only 
person that should be changing the Yahoo calendar. If any changes are needed please let Dorothy 
know. The address to sign in is Topekaartguild@sbcglobal.net and the PW is tag1984.

PURCHASING POSTCARDS

If you would like to have post cards from your art work, please contact Mary Ann Earp ( 232-9432 ). 
Josten's will be making the post cards and they do an excellent job as you can see by the collage of 
post cards displayed on the wall in the classroom at the TAG gallery. The cost for 1,000 post cards is 
$78.53 ( includes tax). We need 16 artists to place the order and we have 9 artists signed up. These 
post cards can be used in many ways. Be creative: Give several to someone who buys your painting, 
Display them when you show your work, Use as greeting cards,  Give them to friends & they will share 
them with their friends,  Think of them as a great business card.  They will be printed on both sides. 
Mailing side will have your name, title of painting and so forth in upper left hand corner. What an 
inexpensive way to advertise your art work.

INSPIRATIONS AT THE CLASSIC BEAN

TAG has the opportunity to show at the Fairlawn Classic Bean in November and December of 2010. 
This is a year out as we want to give our members time to plan for our themed show "Inspirations". For 
this exhibit, we are going to pair photographers and painters together. Painters will work together with 
willing photographers by painting their interpretation of a photograph. Photographers who have 
expressed an interest in this exhibit are Charles Benton - 785.273.7980, Grant Jaquith and Delores 
Healey - www.northwindimage.com, Tammy Patterson, www.tscpgraphics.com and Joe Sutcliffe - 
www.indigostudio.us.  Both photo & painting will hang together in the show. If you would like to 
participate in the "Inspirations" exhibit or have any questions, please contact Tammy Patterson at: 
267-1491. 

*********************************PAINT PINK GUIDELINES******************************************
The Board is thrilled to announce our partnership with Marian Clinic in our February/March "Paint 
Pink" show. This partnership will allow us to show our exciting "Paint Pink" show to a new group of 
patrons. Entries for Paint Pink must be in a black frame, but can be any size, any subject any medium, 
INCLUDING 3-D!!!!  Let's fill the gallery with great new art works. We need to offer works in many 
different price ranges to allow more people to purchase--5" X 7" to 48" square. All sales from Paint 
Pink will be distributed as follows: artist - 50%, TAG - 25%, and Marian Clinic – 25%.  Also if you have any 
pink or black tablecloths or fabric we can use for decorating the gallery, please contact Angela Lexow at 
783-7444 or alexow@cox.net
**********************************************************************************************************

TAG WEBSITE – SELLING FROM THE WEBSITE!!

The Board has decided that it is time to make a move towards selling art from the TAG website. 

In the last decade the Internet has become a powerful platform for communication and for doing 
business. It is the easiest way to reach the largest amount of people, in the shortest amount of time, 
with the smallest amount of money. 

In order for this to work we are actively seeking artists who are comfortable with being promoted on a 
very public sphere such as the Internet. You must have at least ten to twenty pieces available for sale 
and be able to provide replacements as pieces are sold. You must be accessible and able to be 
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reached by phone or email in a short amount of time. You must be willing to cooperate fully and put 
forth the effort to help us make sales and promote you.

Some of the things that will be asked of you are:
• You will need to provide a very detailed description of each work including images of work (You 

will be provided with a detailed form.) 
• You will need to provide an insightful artist bio with picture included (You will be provided with a 

form.) 
• You will be responsible for shipping your work through FedEx (customer will be charged for 

shipping). 
• You will be responsible for providing prices including shipping costs and insurance. (You will be 

provided with a shipping chart.)

 If you are interested in selling your art from the TAG website, or if you have questions at all please 
contact Pam Renovato at 817-8058 or alpha_9772@yahoo.com  .   

MEMBERS IN THE NEWS
• Linda Humphries is showing at the Attorney General Stephan Six office.
• Cynthia Stotlar donated a beautiful wreath with crystal ornaments to the Festival of Trees
• Thanks to our many members that showed support with their art works at the CASA show 

house boutique. We are all proud of our members and their show of support to other non-profit 
agencies in the Topeka area

•  Esther Luttrell published her book “Dear Dean...Love, Mom”. Other events around the book 
include:
Schedule of Appearances:
Mon., Feb 1: Barnes & Nobles 7 pm (signing & talk)
Sat., Feb. 13: Easter signing: Hy-Vee, 2951 SW Wanamaker 
Fri., Feb. 19: Hastings Bookstore, 5317 SW 22nd Place, Fairlawn Plaza (signing)
March 6-7: Body, Mind & Spirit Expo, Ag Hall at the Expo Center, Topeka
Sun., April 11: Topeka-Shawnee Country Public Library, 2 pm. Messages to Momma, author's 

talk based on "Dear Dean...Love, Mom".
April 16-18: Workshop; Missouri Writers Guild Conference, St. Louis, Mo.
April 29-May 1: Workshop: Oklahoma Writers Federation Conference, Oklahoma City, OK
May 15: Missouri & Illinois signings and speaking tour 

• Topeka was named the country's “Biggest Gainer” in the Milken Institute's 2009 Best 
Performing Cities Index released last month. Of 124 small cities ranked, Topeka climbed 
69slots to number 37, up from No. 106 in 2006. This jump in more than any other city on the 
list

OPPORTUNITIES

• Rethink Topeka, a one-day art event will take place Saturday, April 17, 2010, downtown to 
display the juried and chosen multimedia pieces entered in the event. www  .  rethinktopeka.com   
is the website or contact Justin Marable at rethinktopeka@gmail.com

• The Midwest League of Schools Art Day will be held in Alma at the Wabunsee High School. 
The Art Day will be on March 3, 2010.  Artists will need to give 1 hour long workshops to 18-20 
students at a time.  If interested, contact Caroline Smith at 785-765-3315, or 
csmith@usd329.com

• Secretary of State Building- Members have the opportunity to show at the Secretary of State 
administration offices downtown.  (120 SW 10th)  This will be an ongoing exhibit that will be 
rotated every 4 months.  The size of the framed artwork should be approximately 20” x 28” or 
smaller.  This is preferred due to wall space. They require screw eyes and and wire hanger to 
be secure. Sawtooth hangers are not allowed.   There will be no commission taken from any 
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sales.  The next rotation will be the end of March 2010.  Priority will be given to artists who 
enter one of the two next gallery exhibits (Dec/Jan and Feb/March shows). If interested, please 
contact Tammy Patterson at tscpgraphics@yahoo.com or  785.267.1491.

• Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Topeka would like artists to show in their buildings.
10-12 pieces, 2 month show. Call Julie 969-1124 or julieh2525@yahoo.com 

THANK YOU

Thank you to the  following members who made a contribution to TAG during October: Russell & Pat 
Winsor, and Rachel Johnston. Contributions are slowing down, IF YOU ARE ABLE, PLEASE 
CONSIDER A CONTRIBUTION TO TAG!!!  Remember TAG is a non-profit group and your 
donations are tax deductible.

ARTISTS WORK SOLD IN NOVEMBER
 
Congratulations to Karen Lee, Jose G. Crespo, Marie Plinsky, Cynthia Stotlar and Bobbie Reiger for sales 
of their artwork during November. 

TAG Artist Biography

Name:  Johanna Hanks
Address: 1275 Indian Trail Ct, Topeka 
Phone:   785-228-1450    
Email:   MaryJoHanks@sbcglobal.net

Type of media you prefer: I paint in several medias and the one I paint at the time is the one I prefer.

What got you interested in art? I am not one that started at age 3.It was late in life that I started to 
paint once I got started there was no going back.  I must have a creative nature as I recall as a child I 
was impressed when my teacher caught  my attention while she was drawing a bird on a limb of a 
tree. I was intrigued with the beauty of it and went home and started drawing.

What training (formal or informal) do you have in art? I did go back to school and received a Fine 
Art Studio Design degree at Southern Colorado State College.

Why did you decide to join the Topeka Art Guild? I was a member long before I was a Painter. The 
membership was five dollars at the time. I was traveling back and forth while my girls were at KU. I 
visited a friend here in Topeka (she was not a artist) I would stop and visit the gallery on Gage. I 
always support the arts as well as find an interest in viewing all kinds of art. I was interested in leading 
my support.

If there is one thing we should know about you or your art,what would that be? I paint 
everything and anything that calls me at the time be it landscape,people ,children and etc. I remember 
one of my instructors saying "do not let any one put you in a box.”

A quote(s) that you love:"Do not follow where the path may lead..Go where there is no path and 
leave a trail"

mailto:MaryJoHanks@sbcglobal.net
mailto:julieh2525@yahoo.com
mailto:tscpgraphics@yahoo.com


DONATIONS 2009--

Junior Partner Level
Creative Business Solutions - In Kind - computer and monitor
Contributing Partner Level
Kansas Tire & Auto Inc.
John R. Hamilton
Sabatini Family Foundation 
Russell & Pat Windsor
Associate Level
Artist Collection-Ron Koerperich
Mark & Sharon Boranyak
Connie English
Louise Hamilton
Joanne Harrison
Southwind Gallery, Gary Blitch
Friend Level
Roscoe and Mary Ann Earp
Barbara Hesse 
Dave and Marie Plinsky
Olive Ubel



TOPEKA ART GUILD GALLERY, INC.
5331 SW 22ND PL, STE 82
TOPEKA, KS 66614-1518
PHONE/FAX:785-273-7646
TopekaArtGuild@sbcglobal.net
www.TopekaArtGuild.org

Hours: Wed-Sat 11am-5pm

GALLERY COMMITTEE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

• Gallery Committee Chair- Angela Lexow • President-2010-Marie Plinsky

• Secretary-2011, Louise Hamilton • Vice-President-2010-Cynthia Stotlar

• 3-D Chair - • Rec.Secretary-2011-Mark Saylor

• Corresponding Sec -2010-Dorothy Foster • Newsletter – 2011-Angela Lexow, 

• Entry Chair- 2012-Linda Humphries • Office Manager- 2010-Roscoe Earp

• Selection/Judging-2011-Angela Lexow, Tammy Patterson, 
Michele Leivan

• Marketing/Promos-2012- Autumn Prosser

• Reception – 2010-Dorethy Hancock • Web Master- 2011-Pam Renavato

• HS Exhibits- 2010-Lila Bartel • Historian- 2010-Phyllis Cory

• Hanging-, 2012Angela Lexow, Tammy Patterson, Dalyn 
Patterson

• Gallery Rep – 2011-Louise Hamilton

• Off Site Exhibits-2011- Grant Jaquith, Delores Healey • Workshops-2010-Cynthia Stotlar, Phyllis Cory

• Email Chair -2011-Cynthia Stotlar • Bylaws- 2011-Mark Saylor

• Staffing Calendar - 2011- Dorothy Foster • Membership Chair – 2010-Margaret McElroy (directory)

• HS Scholarship-2010-Lila Bartel • Grant Chair – Barbara Ballentine

• TAG Artist's Biographer-2012-Cynthia Stotlar • Special Events – Cynthia Stotlar

• Cynthia Enstrom-2011, Claudia Larkin-2012, Douglas C. 
Fincher,-2012 

If you are new to 
staffing, please call 
Dorothy Foster at 
228-0315 or Marie 
at 232-3076 for last 
minute instructions.
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